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Hello Everyone & Happy Autumn to all,

The weather has turned here in our beautiful valley. The chill is in the air and the leaves on 
the trees have begun their transition from green to yellow…I have to say this time of year is 
my favorite, and I so enjoy the crisp mornings and the scenes of Nature preparing herself to 
be covered under a blanket of snow.  I always get a feeling of nostalgia turning the heaters 
on in the house for the first time and just love getting the cozy socks and sweaters out.  

Some recent changes have happened on our Board of Directors, and we would like to 
thank Michelle Huntington for her position as Treasurer and the time and effort she has put 
in over the years to make sure that role was being carried out successfully.  We wish you 
the best Michelle, and look forward to seeing you at community functions in the future!  The 
board would like to now welcome Sandra Scott as our new Treasurer, and we look forward 
to working with you as part of our community and as a new volunteer on our Board of 
Directors.  

In event news, our community Corn Roast was a big hit with almost 80 in attendance. Our 
thanks go out to Nikki Schalin and her family for providing 100 cobs of their delicious corn 
for this event, and DJ Kato for providing the awesome music!

We are looking forward to the Harvest Dinner coming up on October 21st – this is a potluck 
style event and if you would like to help out, please message us on our Facebook page or 
email Rhea at the email listed below.

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” – Helen Keller

Thanks again everyone, 
Rhea
kingfisherpromos@gmail.com

DINNER & POTLUCK

Needing approximately 8 volunteers to cook a roast!!

Please reach out to Rhea
Tel: 250-838-7721
Email: kingfisherpromos@gmail.com
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Thanks to everyone that attended the 3rd Annual Kingfisher Pickleball Tournament on Sept 
9. Twelve teams competed under sunny skies for bragging rights and prizes. 

A big thanks to our generous sponsors; Mabel Lake Golf Course, Ashton Creek Store, 
Small Axe, Mabel Lake Resort, Rivermouth Marina, Pickleball Depot, and many more local 
companies and friends of Kingfisher pickleball who provided donations for the event!

Saturday, 
October 21st

5:00pm  
Kingfisher Hall

BEEF ROAST 
PROVIDED!

DINNER & POTLUCK
Kingfisher 
Country 
Quilters

Fund Raising Raffle.
$2 per ticket
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REPORTING PROBLEMS ON MABEL LAKE RD.

STEP 2 If no resolution:  
Call Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure Reception 1-250-712-3660
(Reception for both Okanagan/Shuswap and South Okanagan)
 
* It’s important that you’ve first tried with AIM and had no resolution. The Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure Road Area Manager (RAM) oversees AIM and deals with 
specific, unresolved complaints. If you call the Road Area Manager first you will be bounced 
back to AIM to start there. Reception will give you our Road Area Manager’s contact phone 
number. Best to go through the reception at 1-250-712-3660 to avoid problems like a change 
in RAM phone number or possibility our RAM is away from the office.

STEP 1 Call AIM 1-866-222-4204* or fill out a service request on aim-roads.ca
*Staff takes calls during business hours, 7-3:30pm. If they’re on another call or if it’s after 
business hours your call is forwarded to a Call Centre and gets dealt with in order received. 
AIM is under contract to follow up and reply. 
If there is no resolution, only THEN go to STEP 2.

Thank you to Michele and Suzanne

Thank you to Michele Huntington for her 4 years of service to the 
community as the Kingfisher Treasurer. Michele has retired from the 
Directors group. We appreciate all that you contributed at the Directors’ 
table and as you maintained our books and completed many behind the 
scenes tasks on behalf of the community.

Also a big thank you to Suzanne Clark who has also retired from the 
Directors. Suzanne was one of 2 Membership Directors. Sherry Saunby 
will continue in her role as the membership Director. 
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I think it’s safe to say summer has arrived in the valley, and the unusually warmer weather 

has been certainly enjoyable but also a bit concerning for the rapid degree of melt we’ve 

been experiencing. Water levels on the river are noticeably high and the last week of rain 

we’ve been hammered with hasn’t helped any. But, sunshiney days are in the forecast 

again and I have a feeling it’s going to be a good garden year…

The Mother’s Day Breakfast was hosted this year by myself and my husband Luke, with 

the awesome support of Sydney Graham & Kahn Yong Gee. We were a bit short on 

volunteers, as the turnout unexpectedly doubled from last year’s event (approximately 123 

plates served!), so we definitely learned from that experience – it was a feat for sure, but 

a big thanks to all who participated in the kitchen and also the amazing individuals who 

recognized we needed some more hands on deck and rolled up their sleeves to get in there 

and help out – if you’d like to volunteer next year come talk to me! 

Together we raised $1020 for a struggling mom in our community from another generous 

cedar picnic table donated by Gerry Sanjenko (thanks Dad!) Overall, it was a huge success, 

and it gave us such joy to see everyone who came out to show their Mwom’s AND their 

community some big love!

We are looking forward to the upcoming community events at the hall such as the Porch 

Party and our 67th Annual JUMBLE DANCE 

(WOO HOO!) and much more – stay tuned to the Facebook page for updates…

That’s it for now – have a great June everyone!

Rhea
kingfisherpromo@gmail.com

Monthly Newsletter

Free, delivered to community 
mail addresses. 

If you don’t receive your copy 
please let us know. 

Not receiving your emailed newsletter?

Some members are not receiving their emailed newsletter. This is 
particularly true for those who pay their membership by e-transfer.  
The reason for this is simple – we must have your email address in 
order to send it.

So, when you pay by e-transfer, you need to send your email 
address to George Jameson at G67george@gmail.com.

If you have paid your membership by other means and are not 
getting your emailed version, please send your email to George at 
the above email address.

... alternatively you can find copies at the Kingfisher Hall 
entrance; or, go online: www.kingfishercommunity.com



 Page 4 The Kingfisher October 2023

It’s easy to get alerts! The Alertable app is free and can be downloaded from your 
mobile phone, tablet, computer, or smart speaker. Notifications are fast, reliable 
and easy to see and hear. Personalize notifications by type and severity. Choose 
notifications for many locations including home, work, school, cottage, family and 
friends locations and more. Change your locations and other personalized options in 
Settings, after the fact.

In addition to using Alertable, the RDNO will continue to post all emergency 
notifications on their website and Facebook page, and through news releases and 
local media outlets, keeping the public informed during emergency events.
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Fuel Load Reduction/Emergency Preparedness 
Submitted by Herb Latchko on the 20th of June

     
The rain and cooler weather have given us some temporary relief.  Now is a good time to get ready for the hotter and drier 
weather to come. Planning with your neighbours will make a huge difference in an emergency. The Province has a great 
booklet to assist in the planning.  Search: Neighbourhood Preparedness Guide for an easy-to-use downloadable template 
to assist in planning. There are some hard copy brochures circulating in the community. More have been ordered but they 
are on backorder.

You can also search: Wildfire Service of BC for a great deal of information.  The complete “Seasonal Outlook” dated June 
8th is available there. I have copied and pasted part of it below:

Typically, the number and severity of wildfires in July and August depends on the amount of rain received in June. Current 
models predict the current drying and warming trend will continue through the first half of June. Despite a temporary cooling 
trend after this weekend, Environment Climate Change Canada (ECCC) is indicating a high probability of above-normal 
temperatures throughout the summer. It is unlikely the amount of rainfall forecast for the second half of June will be sufficient 
to alleviate the elevated drought conditions that have persisted since last fall. Until significant and prolonged precipitation 
is observed, fuels will continue to dry, resulting in deep burning and challenging firefighting conditions. The number of new 
wildfire starts will increase as we move through June and into July, the two months which typically see the most lightning 
activity. Overall, an early and more active start to the core wildfire season is anticipated.
     
Also, on the Wildfire Service site you can find the “Current Wildfire Situation”.  This is an updated version from last year’s. It 
has a tremendous amount of information but takes some patience to navigate. Like the previous version, you can enter your 
address and your location will appear on a map. It takes awhile for the map to come into focus. Here is the URL if you want 
to get directly to the map:  https://wildfiresituation.nrs.gov.bc.ca/map

There are a few Apps that may be helpful. The BC Wildfire Service is available for a cell phone. Another good one is called 
Alertable, where you can make many choices as to the type(s) of alerts you wish to receive. The Regional District has an 
alert system if you go to their website. There are also several Apps to inform you if there is a lightning strike near you.

A quick shout-out to the people that put together the “Mabel Ridge Estates Fire Wagon”. Also, thanks to 
Keith, Vince, and Brad for again putting out and filling the “Community Fire Barrels”.  If you have one of these 
community barrels near you, please consider taking on the task of storing it for the winter and putting it out in 
the spring.  Brad Clark has made his 900 L tank and pump available if you need it to fight a fire.  He also has 
the Water Filling Station, near the Ball Park, ready to go. Please call Brad at 250-838-6326 to arrange for a 
short Inservice on how to take advantage of these resources. 

                                    
Call 1-800-663-5555  or *5555  on your cell to Report a Fire.

Be Aware of your
Muster Stations

• Kingfisher Community Hall
•  Mabel Lake Marina, boat 

launch
•  Bottom of Lusk Lake Rd, east
•  Golf Course, below the  

pro-shop
• Mabel Lake Place,  Condos
•  Airpark Firehall, Lot 7
• Club Kingfisher

In addition to using Alertable, the RDNO will 
continue to post all emergency notifications on 
their website and Facebook page, and through 
news releases and local media outlets, keeping 
the public informed during emergency events. 

It’s easy to get alerts! The Alertable app 
is free and can be downloaded from 
your mobile phone, tablet, computer, 
or smart speaker. Notifications are 
fast, reliable and easy to see and hear. 
Personalize notifications by type and 
severity. Choose notifications for many 
locations including home, work, school, 
cottage, family and friends locations and 
more. Change your locations and other 
personalized options in Settings, after 
the fact.

Fuel Load Reduction/Emergency Preparedness 
October  2023

Submitted by Herb Latchko 

Cooler temperatures and recent rain has greatly reduced the threat of fires in our area. 

At the time of this writing, campfire bans are still in effect. Campfires are considered Category 1 Fires, 
which are defined to be any fire smaller than 0.5 metres high by 0.5 metres wide.  Category 2 Open 
Fires are 1 to 2 concurrently burning piles (each no larger than 2 metres high and 3 metres wide) and 
stubble or grass burning over an area less than 0.2 hectares  Category 3 Open Fires are any fire larger 
than 2 metres high and 3 metres wide; 3 or more concurrently burning piles each no larger than 2 
metres high and 3 metres wide; 1 or more burning windrows; and or stubble or grass burning over an 
area greater than 0.2 hectares. When allowed, Category 2 Open Fires do not require any registration, 
but Category 3 Fires do. Go to OpenBurningBC for more information. (https://governmentofbc.
maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=6d288bc667b24528a5c1e3b4c0373d07) Before 
burning, check out the Venting Index: https://governmentofbc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/
index.html?id=6d288bc667b24528a5c1e3b4c0373d07... It’s worth noting that before burning attempts 
to compost or taking material to a facility (Armstrong) should be made.

Premier David Eby has issued a statement regarding the launch of an expert task force on wildfires, 
drought, heat, floods and other emergencies affecting the province. I have cut and pasted some of it 
below:
“Based on feedback we have already received, the expert task force on emergencies will provide advice 
to increase local volunteer recruitment, to further collaborate with communities and First Nations, to 
incorporate municipal firefighting and other emergency forces, to deploy enhanced technology, and to 
provide constant support to those on the front lines. The task force will also provide ways to address 
the need for more accessible support for evacuees, with specific attention to timely access to short-
term financial supports and accommodation…It was also clear to me that we could be doing a better 
job of leveraging local knowledge and expertise when it comes to preventing and fighting wildfires.” …
Hopefully this Task Force will encourage cooperation and safely improve fire fighting efforts.  

Please consider helping with the taking down and storing one of the Community Fire Barrels near you.  
Also, it would be helpful if someone wants to help with the taking down and setting out the 
Community Fire Barrels. 
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1242420 BC Ltd DBA Rivermouth Marina 
rivermouthmarina.com 

56 Rivermouth Road Phone:  (250) 838-6236 
Enderby, BC, V0E 1V5 Email:  info@rivermouthmarina.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily, Weekly or Seasonal slip rentals.  
We have space for any vessel, including: 

• Pontoon Boats 
• Ski/Wave Boats 
• Fishing Boats 

Just want a day of fun?  Rent hassle-free 
for an hour, ½ day or full day: 

• Jet Skis (brand new this year) 
• Fishing Boats 
• Canoes or Kayaks 

Stop into our store for snacks & icecream 
Fuel up at our convenient fuel dock 

www.rivermouthmarina.com 

250-838-6236 

DROP IN PICKLEBALL

CELEBRATE SALMON

The Kingfisher Interpretive Centre Society would like to 
invite the public for a salmon celebration open house 
on Saturday October 7 from 11 - 3 at the Kingfisher 
Interpretive Centre (2550 Enderby Mabel Lake Rd). 

Join us in welcoming the salmon back home. We will have 
some salmon experts on site who would be pleased to 
answer your “fishy” questions. Learn about salmon through  
a dissection, maybe see some fish in the river and enjoy 
some other informative displays, presentations and activities 
for all ages.

Please call us at 250-838-0004 if you would like more 
information or if you are interested in volunteering.

Play will continue on 
the outdoor courts until 
the weather no longer 
cooperates.

Late fall and winter games 
will be played in the Hall.

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 9-11AM

KARATE
KINGFISHER COMMUNITY HALL

Class suitable for ages 12+

WEDNESDAY 
7 - 8:30 pm

SATURDAY 
8:30 - 10 am

TRAINING TIMES:
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Library hours are 11:00 AM until 1:00 PM 
every Wednesday.

Due to the generosity of our community the library 
is overflowing with books so we have come to the 
painful decision that we can no longer accept any 

book donations.

LIBRARY NEWS

KCS Memberships available  
for purchase

Circuit Exercise Equipment Now Available.
For times contact Suzanne.

We make a variety of quilting/sewing items that  
we donate  to local charities like: 

SAFE House  * Park View Place  * Kingfisher Hall 

We also make baby quilts for all the new 
Kingfisher babies! 

For more information contact: 
Lisa Miner 

250-838-7128 
lisamarie313ca@gmail.com 

Kingfisher 
Country 
Quilters

Mabel Lake-Kingfisher 
Community 

Resource Centre

Crochet Workshop - Everyone Welcome!
Wednesday, October 11  • 10am

SUPPLYS NEEDED:
- 2 balls of 3oz.each worsted weight yarn

- crochet hook: size 5mm (H/8)

$5 Charge: covers the cost of 
pattern, tea & coffee

Would like to welcome all quilters and crafters to join us to 

work on either a charity project or your own project.  

Wednesday: 10:00am - 4:00pm 
Coffee/Tea provided, bring your own lunch 

We are going to make a Cowl first and have chosen an easy patten.

We would like to get your input regarding crochet and other projects you 
would like to learn, but we are planning to start with this...come for coffee...

bring the project or pattern you are working on, or would like to work on.  



AA Meetings: Mondays - 8pm 
Kingfisher School
Lee    Email: lwdallman28@gmail.com
Brian   Tel: 250.838.2135

FOR SALE: 2005 Airstream 
High-end Motorhome, with ALL the bells & 
whistles!! Well maintained. Ready for the Summer 
Fun!!
Call John Gubler for more information. 
T: 250.838.6250

COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS 

North Mabel Lake buy/sell/free

Free to members. Limit of 50 words - no graphics. 
Please confirm information every six months.

HEINZ DOERFLING DRYWALL

RENOVATIONS  • ADDITIONS •  SUITES  
Repairs  •  Textured Ceilings

Boarding  •  Taping  •  Finishing

Service You Can Trust ~ In the Valley for 27 years

No Job too Small – Free Quotes – 

T: 250-838-7477  E:  mhuntington777@gmail.com

A fund operated by the  
Kingfisher Community Society. 

This fund is made possible through a generous donation 
by local residents (who wish to remain anonymous). 

The fund provides one-time financial support to parents of 
infants from Kingfisher.

Application forms are available from a Director. The family 
must reside in Kingfisher at the time of the birth. 

BABY WELCOME FUNDBABY WELCOME FUND
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Mobile RV Services
Off-Grid Solutions

Property Maintenance 
Cleaning/Janitorial

Licensed. Insured. Reliable.

778-908-1480okgnproservices@outlook.com

Refundable Recycling
Available

Driveway Drop-off 
3233 

Mabel Lake Rd

F armsM A B E L  L A K E

33 Kingfisher Rd  •  (250) 838-6248

Very Berry Cafe  •  Farm Fresh Goods
Bed & Breakfast  

•  Venue Hosting
Snow Plowing  •  Excavation

Closed for the Season.
See you in 2024!



General Inquiries: kingfisherpres@gmail.com
To get on the Directors’ Meeting Agenda: kingfishersecretary1@gmail.com
To submit a post to the Facebook page: kingfisherpromos@gmail.com
Hall booking and entertainment: KCSentertainmentcontact@gmail.com

Kingfisher Community Society Directors 
Secretary: Laura Jameson  ............................................................. 250-838-6379
Treasurer & School: Sandra Scott ................................................. 250-838-6867
Hall Bookings/Entertainment: Sydney Graham ....................... 250-574-5725 
Promotions: Rhea Davidson............. ............................................. 250-838-7721
Memberships & School Sherry Saunby ...................................... 250-838-5660
Maintenance & Supplies: Greg Clark .......................................... 250-838-0292
                                            Kowyn Hibbert .................................. 250-938-6025

Kingfisher School Contact Information 
School: Suzanne Clark .................................................................... 250-838-6248
Librarian & Memberships: Sherry Saunby ................................. 250-838-5660
Kingfisher Country Quilters: Lisa Miner....................................... 250-838-7128
                                                                                       lisamarie313ca@gmail.com
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Email photos and news items to Robin: 
editorkingfisher@gmail.com 
Or call, 250-574-3572  |  250-838-5615

Deadline is the 20th of each month.
I will acknowledge receipt of your email, so if you 
do not receive a reply, I did not receive your email. 

The Community’s Newsletter
... a publication of the Kingfisher Community Society

The Kingfisher

Contact Sherry Saunby 
T: 250-838-5660  |  Email: sjsaunby@telus.net

MAIL: Sherry Saunby 
90 Lusk Lake Road E, Enderby, V0E 1V5

(Make Cheques out to Kingfisher Community Society)
OR

E-TRANSFER: kingfisher3337@gmail.com
IMPORTANT Please include your name if not in your email address

OR

Kingfisher Library: Wednesday 
11am - 1pm

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS - SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY!

FAMILY RATES: $30.00  SINGLE: $20.00

NEWSLETTER
PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 

Direct all your advertising and 
distribution questions to  

George Jameson  
E: g67george@gmail.com

Paid ads be limited to 1/4 page. 
Word Document only

KCS members only
Ads run from May - April for full 

year ($100)
or 6 months or less for $50

Payment prior to ad placement to 
be dropped off or mailed to:

George Jameson
2365 Mabel Lake Road, 

Enderby, V0E 1V5
Make cheque payable to 

Kingfisher Community Society.


