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kingfishercommunity.com is live!!

I know it seems a bit late but HAPPY NEW YEAR !
We ended 2019 with a couple of fun Christmas events. The hall
was very nicely decorated with a beautiful tree (thanks Greg) and
some very Christmasy wall hangings courtesy of Sue Saloka and
probably Brian. The concert was a true Kingfisher event, enjoyed
by a smaller but appreciative crowd and all the kids got a present
from Santa. Thank you to everyone that participated in those fun
events and to the Pickleball (mostly Maggie and Chuck) crew for
taking the time to de-decorate.
As we directors move on into 2020 we are not only busy with
“housekeeping” we are thinking of new ways to keep things lively
From your Chair:
in the community.
Thanks to our young minded directors a
Jacky Clark
family dance is being planned for Feb. The idea is to bring the kids
early, wear them out with dancing, send them home with the
babysitter then party the rest of the night away. So come on all you
people, young or oldish, get down to the Hall and have some fun on Sat Feb. 15, 6:30
for families and 8:30 for adults.
Badminton ,Pickleball and Tots play are ongoing at the Hall through the winter..
so if you’re feeling snowed in come and check out these activities. (details further in)
At our next meeting we will be setting dates for the traditional events of the
summer. These events include things like the Strawberry Tea and the Mothers Day
breakie. We are looking now for volunteers to host these events. Hosting an event is
actually fun and it’s a good way to be involved and to get your friends to help. We will
try to be flexible on dates (with enough newsletter notice) and there are event
guidelines available for each activity. Also things don’t have to be “exactly” the same,
there is room for your own take on an event. Maybe you have an idea for an event that
we don’t usually hold. (I haven’t forgot your idea Bonnie) Whatever works for you, we
need your help. Events will be listed next month.
There are several items hanging about at the Hall that have been left behind
some time ago. There is a lovely multi-coloured basket with handles and a black
walking cane. If either of these things are yours contact me or any other director
(contact info on back) and we’ll help you to get it back.
That’s all for this time but remember you can call me anytime for any reason.
250 838 6062 Jacky
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Birds of Note
For the first time in 24 years there was no Kingfisher Christmas Bird Count. The
weather and life got in the way. We are, however, looking forward to getting together
in the spring to see what birds are passing through or moving in for the summer.
Keep your eyes peeled (ouch!) for the date.
After listing the birds at his feeder, Jim Hunter, a new member to our group,
reported, “A first for me. A Peregrine
Falcon attacked the birds on my deck.
Feathers but no kill.” Alas the next day he
related that, “The falcon is dead. I found
it still alive on my deck this morning. It
must have hit a glass panel and before I
could get a box together it died. It is such
a wonderful bird. If anyone wants to look
at it, I still have it on ice. I was amazed at
its sleek profile; no wonder it is the fastest
bird on earth.” It’s true that the Peregrine
Falcon is a very fast flier, averaging 40-55
km/h in traveling flight, and reaching
speeds up to 112 km/h in direct pursuit of
prey. During its spectacular hunting stoop from heights of over 1 km, the Peregrine
may reach speeds of 320 km/h (200 mph) as it drops toward its prey. Often sitting on
high perches, it waits for the right opportunity to make its aerial assault
The word "peregrine" means wanderer. The
Peregrine Falcon has one of the longest
migrations of any North American bird. Tundranesting falcons winter in South America and may
move 25,000 km in a year. This crow-sized bird is
the largest falcon over most of the continent.
It’s diet mostly consists of birds—450 North
American species have been documented as prey.
The number worldwide may be as many as 2,000
species. They have been observed killing birds as
large as a Sandhill Crane, as small as a
hummingbird. Amazing!
Noticed – Jean and Greg had a Pygmy Owl
nestled into their feeder waiting for some of their
feathered friends to drop by for lunch.
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10:00 PLAY GROUP
2:00 PICKLE BALL
7:00 BADMINTON

21

10:00 PLAY GROUP
2:00 PICKLE BALL

Valentine's Day
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10:00 PLAY GROUP
2:00 PICKLE BALL
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7:00 DIRECTOR'S
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10:00 KCQ & LIBRARY
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7:00 BADMINTON
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2:00 PICKLE BALL

25
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9
10:00 PLAY GROUP

17
10:00 PLAY GROUP
4:00 BOOK CLUB
MEETING*

24
10:00 PLAY GROUP

2

Winter
Bash!
6:00

2
2:00 PICKLE BALL

2:00 PICKLE BALL

16
2:00 PICKLE BALL

23
2:00 PICKLE BALL

1

*Book Club meets at the School

Page 4 The Kingfisher February 2020

Shuswap Nutrient Pollution

An update from the Shuswap Watershed Council (SWC) on the Water Protection Initiative.
Nutrient research led by UBC-Okanagan is nearing completion. The results to-date indicate that the highest proportion
of nutrients (i.e., kg/hectare) in the Salmon River and Shuswap River comes from groundwater agricultural lands.
Phase two of the research, involving the collection and analysis of a sediment sample from the bottom of Mara Lake, is
underway. The research team at UBC Okanagan has proposed that it provide one summary report for both phases of
the nutrient research, aiming for completion in February 2020.
The SWC will conclude on December 31st, 2020; CSRD voter assent will be required for continuation. They would
like the RDNO and member municipalities (within the Shuswap watershed) as a funding partners to deal with a variety
of issues such as pollution, invasive species, recreation safety, monitoring water quality and protection. It would not
include any control on vessels.
I attend the meetings but do not pay into the service and have no input on the finances of the SWC. I can be involved
in the discussions. Tests are showing that agricultural nutrients are impacting the water quality of the Shuswap Water
shed within our area.
Do you think that we should be involved with the SWC to do further testing to try & mitigate pollution in the
Shuswap River, as a mandate for Area “F”? Of course, the costs would be a major factor of any decision making
before we would move ahead. Do you think we should deal with river pollution?
Denis Delisle
Regional Director of Area "F"
Regional District of the North Okanagan (RDNO)
For the Areas of Ashton Creek, Grandview Bench, Grindrod, Kingfisher/Mabel Lake, Mara and Glenmary/ Twin lakes.
Contact: Cell: 250 253 0976 Home: 250 838 2314

Submitted by George Jameson
Driving Mabel Lake Road can be a challenge at times. There has been close calls and vehicle damage
resulting from the road conditions and the high snowfall.
Denis Delisle, our Area F representative, would like to know what is going on with our roads and how
people are impacted. You can email him with the understanding that his input to MoTI (Ministry of Transport
and Infrastructure) and to AIM (ACCIONA Infrastructure Maintenance, our present contractor) may not carry
a lot of weight. They are a totally separate government agency from RDNO. The electoral Directors do
have yearly meetings with MoTI to discuss what can be improved in our Areas. Their next meeting will be
near the end of this January. Cc me as well.
He would appreciate specific issues and a description of where and what is the problem so he can
bring the situation to their attention. They will prioritize it as they feel fit. Include not just your concerns for
this winter but those throughout the season.
Of course, Denis does receive calls once the snow starts and the best he can do is phone AIM and tell
them the situation. It seems like 2 calls are better than one, and other times the response is not so obvious.
When it comes to emergencies, after you call 911, you can call AIM and they will clear the road for
emergency vehicles.
email Denis at: denis.delisle@rdno.ca
cc George at g67george@gmail.com
Phone AIM at 1 (866)222 4202
For information on Highway Classification:
https://www.tranbc.ca/2014/02/07/the-abcs-of-winter-highway-classification-and-maintenance-in-bc/
to Contact Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure Vernon Area Office, 250 503-3664
I hope that helps.
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Conservation Officers (COs) update on the patrolling they do on
Kalamalka Lake, Sugar Lake, Mable lake, Mara Lake, Shuswap River
and Swan lake.

Overall the there has been a general increase in awareness and compliance on the rivers and
lakes but there still a need for improvement. Shuswap River had 6 patrols with 606 vessels checked, 19
violation tickets issued, & 778 warnings. There were 72 vessels compliant, and 19 orders to shore issued.
“Orders to shore” mainly are serious safety issues but also includes things like; sinking boats (yes, that is
what they found!), no numbers on the side of the boat, no operator’s licence & NO life jackets. The total
non-compliance rate is 88% for the Shuswap River.
“All in a day’s work! They found 2 groups of tubers caught up in sweeper below Ashton Creek
and retrieved these tubers off the sweeper and put to shore, then retrieved their lost kayak. Also, they
prevented a second group from being snagged in the same sweeper. It was very busy on the river –
approximately 1000 tubers with very low compliance. A jet boat above Trinity valley bridge was checked
and ticketed for no vessel licence, being short a lifejacket and no operator card.”

Some of the issues on separate days that they found on
Mara Lake and Shuswap River were:

-Tickets were issued for: towing without spotter, angling without licence, prohibited gear, prohibited bait,
exceeding 10 kmh within 30m of shore, no Personal Flotation Device (PFD), no PCOC (pleasure craft
operator card), failure to display license number on the hull.
-Warnings were issued for: lacking safety gear, prohibited gear, prohibited bait, failure to produce licence,
minor safety equipment deficiencies, several fishing violations, & no PFD & whistle for floaters
- Tuber compliance continues to be very poor with respect to lifejackets and whistle. The COs recommend
posting signs at launches informing tubers of the requirements.
Public comments generally are supportive of “River Ambassadors Program” and demonstrate an
appreciation of the Conservation Officers policing the rivers & lakes.
Small Utilities update -The Mabel Lake sewer system will see a $14 (4.8%) increase from @292 to $306
and an overall increase from 2021 to 2024 of 5%. The increase is to do with; putting money in reserve,
legal surveying and improving odour control, the lift station and a manhole opening. There is no debt with
this system.
The Mabel Lake Water system will see a user fee increase of $22 (4.9%), from $446 to 468 to
2021. From 2021 to 2024 the increase will be 5% for that period. These increases will be for a UV
treatment system and for funds into the reserve budget. Projects for the 2020 year are: air release valve,
siding on the reservoir control building and flood mitigation with a retaining wall skirt. There is no debt with
this system.
More information? Please Contact: Denis Delisle Regional Director Area “F” for the RDNO. Ph 250
253-0976 email: denis.delisle@rdno.ca
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KINGFISHER SCHOOL NEWS
BOOKCLUB DATES
Feb 17, March 30, May 11, June 22.
All meeting start at 4 pm.
Books should be available at each
meeting, or organized for pick up
Looking to join contact
Suzanne @ queenb47@telus.net
Or 250-838-6248
Laurie@ lauriebaines96@gmail.com
Or 250-838-7522

Crafting Class for February
Come paint snowmen with Delia
Paint one or two
February 22@11am
All supplies provided
Cost$25.00 per snowman
Register Now
Suzanne @
queenb47@telus.net
Or 250-838-6248

Reminder that the
school is open on all
Wednesdays either for
quilting or crafting
Bring a lunch and join
us from 10-3
A great turn out on
December 8th
For the swag and or
centrepiece class

Thanks to Deb from
Bloom In Time from
VERNON
And to our neighbor
Sally Frison
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Community Ads (free to KCS
members)

Road Hockey
The tennis Court.
Sundays 2.30 pm
Equipment
Supplied

Pickle Ball: Kingfi sher Hall
Tuesdays/ Fridays/ Sundays:
2pm
Pickleball paddles provided just bring your enthusiasm!

MEMBERSHIPS NOW DUE
January 1st for the year
Megan Martin
megaan92@gmail.com
250-838-0455 Cell 250-540-2916
Call or email now!

BOTTLE RECYCLABLES NEEDED....
If you are not wanting to sort out your
pop/beer/wine bottles, we will gladly pick
them up for you or you can drop them off
at The Schalin Farm located 2843 Mabel
Lake Road. Aspen, Navi and Boden are
fundraising for fastball and 4-H and are
looking for ways to help out with costs.
LOOKING FOR LEADS
Please give me a call if you spot
interesting wildlife out Kingfisher way. I
love coming out to the valley to catch
these images. Thanks!
Janet Brown, 250-833-8181
www.janetbrownphotography.com
e:janetbrownphotgraphy@yahoo.com
KINGFISHER COUNTRY QUILTERS
For information please contact Lisa
Miner at (250) 838-7128 or email her at
lisamarie313ca@gmail.com
TO GIVE AWAY: Cooktop -- 4 burner,
ceramic top, works great, just that we
replaced it with an induction
250 939 2193

Heinz Doerfling Drywall
•Boarding •Taping
•Finishing
•Textured Ceilings
•Residential •Renovations
•Serving Enderby and Mabel Lake
250-838-7477
hddrywall@xplornet.com
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Kingfisher Community Society Directors
Chair ------------------------------ Jacky Clark ------250 838 6062
Secretary ------------------------ Marion Fernandez ------ 250 838 9567
Treasurer ----------------------- Michele Huntington --- 250 838 7477
Memberships ------------------ Megan Clark-Martin --- 250-838-0455
Hall Bookings/Entertainment --Sydney Graham --------- 250 574 5725
Maintenance & Supplies ------- Greg Clark ---------------- 250 838 0292
Kowyn Hibbert --------- 250 938 6925

Receipts and Invoices
If you have a bill or invoice related to
the KCS, contact Michele Huntington,
our treasurer, 250 838-7477.

Directors meet on the
2nd Wednesday of
each month;
members are
welcome to attend!

MEMBERSHIPS NOW DUE
January 1st for the year
Megan Martin
250-838-0455
(megaan92@gmail.com)
$30/family and $20/single.
Call or Email Now!

KCS Advertising
KCS Newsletter
Email photos and news items to :
editorkingfisher@gmail.com

Deadline is 25th of each month.

Deadline is strictly 25th of each
month. I will acknowledge receipt of
your email, so if you do not receive a
reply, I did not receive your email.

If you have 2 items, use 2 separate
emails. Please send text as an
attachment, not in the body of the
email

Paid Advertisements
Direct all your advertising and distribution questions to
George Jameson.
g67george@gmail.com
Paid ads be limited to 1/8 page
Word Document only
KCS members only
Ads run from May - April for full year ($100) or 6 months or
less for $50
Submit directly to George - g67george@gmail.com
Payment prior to ad placement to be dropped off or mailed
to:
George Jameson
2365 Mabel Lake Road
Enderby
V0E 1V5
Make cheque payable to Kingfisher Community Society

From OUR ARCHIVES Kingfisher Community Society Mandate
The purposes of the KCS are:
• to acquire land and thereon build and operate a Community Hall and Recreation Centre, and
• to foster and promote social, sporting, recreational, charitable and educational activities

